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1 information necessary to help prepare and validate the water 

2 loss audit reports. 

3 SECTION 5. Beginning in 2018, and for each subsequent 

4 year thereafter, the (cofflfRission] counties shall submit, on July 

5 1 of each year, a completed and validated water loss audit 

6 report for each public water system operated by the counties for 

7 the previous calendar year to the (legislature.] commission. 

8 Beginning in 2020 (2021], and for each subsequent year 

9 thereafter, (the cofflfRission] all remaining large capacity public 

10 water systems and public water systems in water management areas 

11 shall submit, on July 1 of each year, a completed and validated 

12 water loss audit report on (all remaining large capacity public 

13 water systems and public water systems in designated ground 

14 water management areas] their water systems for the previous 

15 calendar year to the (legislature.] commission. Each water loss 

16 audit report submitted to the legislature shall be accompanied 

17 by information identifying steps taken in the preceding year to 

18 increase the validity of data entered into the final audit, 

19 reduce the volume of apparent losses, and reduce the volume of 

20 real losses. 

21 SECTION 6. As used in this Act: 
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1 "Commission" means the commission on water resource 

2 management. 

3 "Public water system" means a system subject to Federal 

4 Safe Drinking Water Act regulations, which provides water for 

5 human consumption through pipes or other constructed 

6 conveyances. Such a system includes any collection, treatment, 

7 storage, and distribution facilities under the control of a 

8 utility and used primarily in connection with the system. 

9 "Large capacity public water system" means a public water 

10 system that serves a population of one thousand or more. 

11 "Designated water management area" means a geographic area 

12 that has been designated pursuant to section 174C-41, Hawaii 

13 Revised Statutes. 

14 "Level 1 validation" means a water audit that has been 

15 subject to third-party 'desktop review' of data that is 

16 immediately available, like supply reports, consumption reports, 

17 and testing reports. Level 1 validation includes utility staff 

18 interviews with third-party validators focused on outlining 

19 organizational practices to make sure that data validity scores 

20 have been assigned correctly and consistently, and confirmed, 

21 corrected, or noted as needing further investigation. 
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1 SECTION 7. There is appropriated out of the general 

2 revenues of the State of Hawaii the sum of $350,000 or so much 

3 thereof as may be necessary for fiscal year 2016-2017 to 

4 establish and implement the program to conduct standardized 

5 water audits of public water systems in accordance with this 

6 Act. 

7 The sum appropriated shall be expended by the commission on 

8 water resource management. 

9 SECTION 8. This Act shall take effect on July 1, 2016. 
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The Hawaii Fresh Water Initiative strongly supports S.B. 2645, which 

directs the Commission of Water Resource Management to establish a 5-year 
program to conduct water audits of public water systems. 

 
The Hawaii Fresh Water Initiative was launched in 2013 to bring many 

diverse parties together to develop a forward-thinking and consensus-based 
strategy to increase water security for Hawaii.  One of the keys to water 
conservation is to preserve and increase the available supply of fresh water by 
identifying losses to the system. 

 
S.B. 2645, directs the Commission on Water Resource management to 

establish a 5-year program to conduct water audits of public water systems.  It 
directs that the audits be conducted according to the process adopted by the 
American Water Works Association’s Audits and Loss Control Programs, 
Manual of Water Supply Practices – M36, as amended.  This included 
utilization of the AWWA’s Free Water Audit Software. 

 
The implementation of water audits is important to establish a baseline 

for our large capacity public water systems, and to assist in identifying 
inefficiencies that result in the loss of water, increased energy costs, and lost 
revenues. 

 
For these reasons, we strongly support S.B. 2645 and urge its passage. 
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